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iSea	

	
iSea	 is	a	Non-Profit	Non-Governmental	Organisation	 founded	 in	March	2016	 lined	with	 the	
Articles	741	et	seq.	of	the	Civil	Code	and	the	applicable	company	law	legislation	of	the	Greek	
State.	The	aim	of	iSea	is	to	preserve,	protect	and	restore	the	precious	heritage	of	the	aquatic	
environment.	 Its	 activities	 are	 focusing	 on	 4	 main	 pillars:	 1)	 fisheries,	 2)	 alien	 species	 3)	
marine	 litter	 and	 4)	 human	 and	 aquatic	 ecosystems.	 iSea	 is	 willing	 to	 contribute	 to	 the	
protection	of	 aquatic	 ecosystems	by	 sensitizing	 the	 state,	managers,	 and	 general	 public	 to	
take	measures	when	and	where	no	rational	actions	are	imposed,	to	look	out	for	and	inform	
on	 the	 impact	 of	 climate	 change	 on	 aquatic	 ecosystems	 and	 to	 promote	 sustainable	
development,	 based	 on	 technical	 expertise,	 and	 to	 work	 for	 social,	 economic,	 and	
environmental	welfare.	The	organisation	consists	of	a	team	of	young,	experienced	scientists,	
and	professionals	of	various	disciplines.	The	projects	of	 iSea	vary	from	awareness	to	citizen	
science	and	research	 lying	to	all	of	 its	 four	main	pillars.	 In	 this	context,	 iSea	has	developed	
collaborations	 with	 various	 entities	 both	 national	 (e.g.	 HCMR,	 Natural	 History	Museum	 of	
Crete	 of	 the	 University	 of	 Crete,	 Municipality	 of	 Thessaloniki	 etc.)	 and	 international	 (e.g.	
University	of	Padova,	University	of	Canakkale,	 Institute	of	Marine	Science	 in	Barcelona	etc.)	
for	implementing	its	scopes.	
	
Since	its	first	year,	iSea	developed	a	special	interest	on	elasmobranch	conservation	launching	
recently	several	projects	aiming	to	fill	in	the	gap	of	knowledge	and	progressively	conserve	the	
elasmobranch	 species	 in	 the	 Greek	 Seas	 and	 abroad.	 The	 organisation	 along	 with	 the	
University	of	Padova	are	directing	the	research	project	“Evaluating	the	attitudes	of	common	
people	 towards	 sharks”.	 The	 project	 is	 under	 the	 umbrella	 of	 the	 European	 COST	 Action	
Oceans	 Past	 Platform,	 aiming	 to	 assess	 the	 attitude	 of	 the	 public	 towards	 sharks	 and	
investigate	 differences	 between	 regions	 and	 countries	 in	 global	 scale.	 In	 addition,	 iSea	 is	
participating	as	the	local	coordinator	for	Greece	in	the	Mediterranean	research	project	“Past,	
present	 and	 future	presence	of	 the	elasmobranchs	 in	 the	Mediterranean	Sea”	utilizing	 the	
local	ecological	 knowledge	of	 fishermen	 for	 identifying	areas	 important	 for	elasmobranchs.	
Recently,	 iSea	 funded	 from	 the	 Greek	Ministry	 of	 Environment	 and	 Climate	 Change	 along	
with	MEDASSET,	 for	educating	professional	 fishermen	on	 the	 importance	of	 sharks	and	 for	
training	 them	 on	 catch	 and	 release	 methods	 when	 applicable.	 Moreover,	 iSea	 is	 actively	
engaged	with	shark	advocacy	in	Greece,	aiming	to	contribute	to	the	improvement	of	national	
policy	 among	 elasmobranchs	 while	 is	 very	 active	 though	 social	 media	 in	 raising	 public	
awareness	and	educating	the	public	through	the	citizen	science	project	“Sharks	and	Rays	in	
Greece	 and	 Cyprus”.	 Further,	 the	 organisation	 is	 part	 of	 the	 Angelshark	 Network	 and	 is	
involved	in	the	“Tracking	Sharks	For	Conservation”	project.	In	July	2017,	iSea	became	the	first	
NGO	in	Greece	that	received	a	research	permit	from	the	Greek	Ministry	of	Environment	and	
Climate	to	conduct	shark	tagging.	
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Monitoring	 Marketed	 Elasmobranchs	 in	 Thessaloniki	
Metropolitan	Area	(MMET	Project)	
	

The	Background	
	
Greece	 host	 a	 remarkable	 biodiversity	 of	 elasmobranchs	 with	 approximately	 70	 species	
confirmed	 to	be	present	 in	 the	Greek	waters.	Despite	 this	 great	biodiversity,	 several	 shark	
and	ray	species	are	considered	threatened	due	to	intensive	pressure	from	fishing,	as	a	target	
or	bycatch.	Currently,	half	of	 the	sharks	and	several	rays	are	protected	 in	Greece	based	on	
national	 and	 international	 legislation.	However,	 the	work	 of	 iSea,	 through	 social	media,	 as	
well	as,	published	studies,	revealed	that	protected	species	of	elasmobranchs	are	commonly	
sold	 in	 the	Greek	 local	markets	due	 to	 the	 lack	of	knowledge	and	awareness	of	 fishermen,	
and	 the	 poor	 law	 enforcement.	 These	 illegal	 catches	 are	 sliced	 and	often	mislabelled,	 and	
sold	 as	 different	 species	 and	 specifically	 the	 legal	 “Galeos”	 or	 “Rina/Vatos”	 (genuinely	
referring	 to	 all	 large	 shark	 and	 ray	 species	 respectively).	 Thus,	 consumers	 are	 unable	 to	
identify	that	they	might	be	buying	meat	from	endangered	shark	or	ray	species.	This	emerging	
issue	 is	 of	 great	 importance	 in	 several	 European	 countries	 as	 it	 is	 compromising	 shark	
conservation	 efforts.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 it	 is	 an	 issue	 of	 public	 safety	 since	 the	 flesh	 of	
elasmobranchs	has	been	found	to	contain	harmful	toxins	and	heavy	metals	that	are	unsafe	
for	consumption	by	pregnant	or	breastfeeding	women,	children	and	older	people.		
	

The	Aim	
	
The	 MMET	 project	 aims	 at	 monitoring	 the	 landings	 of	 sharks	 and	 rays	 in	 Thessaloniki	
Metropolitan	area	 for	presenting	 robust	 results	 regarding	 the	amount	of	protected	species	
landings	and	the	mislabelling	of	shark	and	ray	meat.	Thessaloniki	is	the	second	biggest	town	
in	Greece	while	at	the	same	time	hosts	the	second	largest	fishing	port,	with	the	majority	of	
the	fishing	fleets	fishing	in	the	North	Aegean	Sea;	an	area	which	is	considered	as	hotspot	for	
the	elasmobranchs.			
	

Volunteer	Assignments	
	

Local	Market	Surveys	(LMS)		
	

Volunteers	will	visit	every	second	day	a	local	
market	 together	 with	 the	 project	 manager	
for	 recording	marketed	 elasmobranchs	 and	
sliced	 fish	 through	visual	 census	and	biopsy	
sampling.	 Volunteers	 will	 help	 completing	
the	 survey	 form,	 they	 will	 photograph	 the	
samples,	 and	 they	 will	 help	 with	 the	 tissue	

sampling.	Once	all	 fishmongers	of	 a	 certain	market	are	 surveyed,	 the	project	manager	 can	
decide	whether	or	not	to	visit	other	depending	on	the	availability	of	time.		LMS	will	not	last	
for	more	than	four	hours	per	day.	
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Auction	Market	Surveys	(AMS)	
	

Once	per	week,	volunteers	will	visit	the	Auction	Market	of	Michaniona	in	early	morning	hours	
for	recording	the	landings	of	shark	and	ray	species.	Volunteers	will	help	recording	the	survey	
form,	photograph	the	specimens	and	with	the	tissue	sampling	if	needed.	AMS	will	not	last	for	
more	than	three	hours.	
	

Work	in	the	Field	Station	
	

At	 the	 field	 station,	 volunteers	will	 contribute	 to	 the	 data	 entry	 and	 descriptive	 analysis,	 .	
Volunteers	will	be	taught	how	to	file,	name,	and	store	the	digital	photos,	how	to	name	and	
store	the	biological	samples	and	how	to	upload	the	data	on	an	online	database.		
	
	

Itinerary	
	

	

Day	 Activity	 Location	(See	Map	
Below)	 Time	

Day	1	 Meet	research	personnel	of	iSea	 iSea	Headquarters	 12.00-13.00	

Day	2	

Workshop	on	shark		
species	identification		 iSea	Headquarters	 11.00-14.00	

Introduction	to	the	project		
and	the	methods	 iSea	Headquarters	 17.00-19.00	

Day	3	

Visit	Kapani,	the	central	market		
of	Thessaloniki	

Meeting	point:	
Aristotelous	square	 8.00-9.30	

Visit	fishmonger	shops	in		
the	city	center	 -	 10.00-12.00	

Lecture	on	elasmobranchs	in	
Greece	 iSea	Headquarters	 17.00-18.00		

Day	4	
Work	on	data		 iSea	Headquarters	 10.00-14.00	

Lecture	on	elasmobranchs’	
conservation	 iSea	Headquarters	 17.00-18.00		

Day	5	

Visit	the	auction	market		
of	Michaniona	

A	car	will	pass	by	
your	accommodation	

locations	
3.00-6.00	

Visit	fishmonger	shops	and	
super	markets	in	Thessaloniki	

Meeting	point:	
Kamara	 12.00-14.00	

Lecture	on	elasmobranchs	of	
Greece	 iSea	Headquarters	 17.00-18.00		

Day	6	 Work	on	data		 iSea	Headquarters	 10.00-14.00	
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Goodbye	party	 iSea	Headquarters	 19.00-21.00	

Day	7	 Departure	 	 	

	 	 	 	
	
	

Important	meeting	locations		
	

	
	

Accommodation	
	
Accommodation	 is	 not	 included	 in	 the	 project.	 You	 should	 arrange	 and	 book	 your	 own	
accommodation	before	arriving	 in	Thessaloniki.	 e.	 iSea	collaborates	with	a	number	of	 local	
hostels,	hotels	and	Airbnb	apartments	that	depending	on	the	group	of	volunteers	and	their	
requirements,	 can	 help	 with	 the	 accommodation.	 If	 you	 need	 help	 to	 book	 your	
accommodation,	 please	 contact	 Vasilis-Orestis	 Stoilas	 (vaorst@gmail.com).	 Please	 consider	
that	the	sooner	you	book	your	accommodation,	the	cheaper	offers	you	might	find.	
	

Food	and	beverage	
	
Breakfast,	 lunch	and	dinner	are	not	 included	in	the	project	fees.	The	iSea	headquarters	will	
provide	 coffee,	 juices,	 fresh	 water,	 biscuits	 and	 fruits	 always	 free	 of	 charge.	 The	 last	 day	
Goodbye	 party	 include	 food	 and	 drinks,	 fully	 covered	 and	 provided	 by	 the	 project.	 Please	
consider	that	Thessaloniki	offers	a	range	of	nice	and	inexpensive	bakeries,	fast	foods,	finger	
foods,	 restaurants	and	taverns	 (an	average	price	 for	a	 lunch	 in	an	average	restaurant	costs	
about	12	euros	per	person).	iSea	will	guide	you	and	provide	you	with	tips	and	information	for	
nice	eateries	once	you	arrive	in	Thessaloniki		
Please	provide	us	with	information	on	any	special	dietary	requirement	(e.g.	diabetes,	lactose	
intolerance,	nut	or	other	food	allergies)	to	advise	you	accordingly.	
	

Communications	
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• iSea	Headquarters:	(+30)	2313-090696,	info@isea.com.gr	
• Vasilis-Orestis	Stoilas	-	Program	Manager:	(+30)	6970-498863,	v.o.stoilas@isea.com.gr	
	
To	communicate	with	family	and	friends,	volunteers	may	use	their	own	mobile	phones.	Free	
internet	 access	 will	 be	 always	 available	 at	 the	 iSea	 Headquarters.	 Additionally,	 almost	 all	
coffee	bars	and	hosting	facilities	of	Thessaloniki	offer	free	Internet	access.	
	

Getting	to	Thessaloniki	
	
The	 International	 Airport	 'Makedonia'	 (SKG)	 is	 located	 in	 Thessaloniki	 with	 regular	 flights	
originating	 from	 all	 over	 Europe	 (for	 more	 visit:	 http://www.thessalonikiairport.com/).	
Thessaloniki	 has	 only	 buses	 as	 Public	 Transport	 and	 taxis.	 	 The	 OASTH	 buses	 connect	 the	
airport	and	the	Macedonia	Intercity	Bus	Station	throughout	the	day	by	the	78,	78A	and	78N	
lines.	The	bus	journey	duration	lasts	for	about	30-40	minutes.	

• Line	78	departs	every	30	minutes	during	the	day.	
• Line	78N	operates	during	the	night.	
• Line	78A	departs	only	once	a	day,	at	05:00	a.m.	in	the	direction	of	the	airport.	

Along	the	route,	you	can	get	off	in	the	city	centre	(Platia	Aristotelous)	and	at	the	main	railway	
station	 of	 Thessaloniki	 (Neos	 Sidirodromikos	 Stathmos).	 From	 these	 two	 stations,	 you	 can	
find	many	 other	 buses	 that	 can	 take	 you	 to	 your	 accommodation	 location.	 A	 single	 ticket	
costs	2€	(students	and	seniors	1€).	You	can	buy	tickets	from	the	ticket	machine	on	the	bus,	
but	keep	in	mind	that	the	machine	does	not	return	spare	change.	See	driving	schedule	here:	
http://oasth.gr/#en/airport-macedonia/.		
	
Taxi	service:	If	you’re	up	for	a	more	cosy	ride,	then	you	may	take	a	taxi	instead	of	public	bus.	
There	is	a	taxi	rank	outside	the	Arrivals	hall.	One	way	ride	takes	about	30	minutes	and	costs	
around	20€.		
	

Life	in	Thessaloniki	
	
The	 city	 of	 Thessaloniki,	 located	 in	
North	 Greece,	 is	 the	 capital	 of	 the	
region	 of	 Central	Macedonia	 and	 is	
the	 second	 biggest	 city	 in	 Greece	
with	 a	 population	 of	 more	 than	 1	
million	 inhabitants.	 Situated	 on	 the	
Aegean	 Sea,	 making	 Thessaloniki	 a	
perfect	 combination	 of	 sea	 and	
mountains.	The	town	is	packed	with	
2,300	 years	 of	 history:	 it	 was	 first	
established	 by	 the	 ancient	
Macedonian	 dynasty,	 and	 numerous	 surviving	 ruins,	 churches	 and	 majestic	 fortress	 walls	
attest	 to	 the	 city’s	 later	 Roman,	 Byzantine	 and	 Ottoman	 periods.	 Nowadays,	 is	 a	
contemporary	European	city	with	a	multicultural	character	and	more	than	75.000	students!!!		
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For	 the	 locals,	 the	 city	 is	mostly	 known	 for	 its	 boisterous	 nightlife	 and	 sense	 of	 life-style.	
Thessaloniki	is	a	dedicated	student	city	a	with	a	plethora	of	eateries,	night	bars	and	cafés	of	
all	styles	and	types	have	sprung	up	to	cater	to	its	chic	inhabitants.	This	centre	of	culture	also	
hosts	many	museums,	cinemas,	concerts	and	special	events.		
	

The	Team	
	

Vasileios-Orestis	Stoilas-Project	Manager	
Born	 in	 Thessaloniki,	 Orestis	 holds	 a	 BSc	 in	 Fisheries	 and	 Aquaculture	
Technology	 from	 Alexander	 Technological	 Educational	 Institute	 of	
Thessaloniki.	 In	 2015,	 he	 completed	 a	 six-month	 internship	 at	 the	
Department	 of	 Fisheries	 at	 Region	 of	 Central	 Macedonia,	 where	 he	
worked	 on	 data	 recording	 of	 inshore	 fishing	 vessels.	 	 He	 joined	 iSea	 in	
July	 2017	 and	 since	 then	 is	 deeply	 involved	 in	 the	 shark	 conservation	

projects	of	 the	organisation.	Currently	he	 is	 the	Project	Manager	of	MMET	Project	and	the	
Data	Manager	of	the	citizen	science	project	“Sharks	and	Rays	in	Greece	and	Cyprus”.	Orestis’	
scientific	interests	include	elasmobranchs	conservation	and	advocacy.		
	

Ioannis	Giovos-Scientific	Advisor	
Born	 in	 Thessaloniki,	 Ioannis	 holds	 a	 BSc	 in	 Biology	 and	 an	 MSc	 in	
Fisheries	 Biology	 and	 Management	 With	 a	 background	 on	 cetaceans	
monitoring	and	conservation,	Ioannis	is	deeply	involved	in	shark	research	
and	conservation	in	the	last	3	years.	He	directs	and	participates	in	several	
projects	 related	 to	 shark	 conservation	 in	 national	 and	 global	 scale,	
including	the	international	study	of	the	public	perception	towards	sharks	

and	the	monitoring	of	shark	fisheries	in	Iran.		His	main	interests	include	the	research	on	the	
public	 perception	 towards	 sharks,	 the	 interaction	 between	 sharks	 and	 fisheries,	 and	 the	
protection	 and	 conservation	 measures	 in	 national,	 regional	 and	 global	 level	 targeting	
elasmobranchs.		
	

Dates	and	Fees	
	
The	MMET	 project	 runs	 throughout	 the	 year.	 Day	 1	 starts	 every	Monday	 and	 finishes	 on	
Sunday	with	the	departure.	Please	contact	us	to	book	your	participation.	Keep	in	mind	that	
the	sooner	you	book	your	accommodation	the	cheaper	options	you	might	have.	
	
Participation	 fees	 are	 used	 to	 sustain	 the	 MMET	 project,	 thus	 contributing	 directly	 in	
advancing	elasmobranchs’	conservation	in	Greece!	
	

Participation	fee	 150	euros	

Student	fee	 100	euros	

	 	
	
*Participants	joining	MMET	for	more	than	one	week	will	get	a	10%	discount	in	any	additional	
reservation.	


