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Greece joins the Angel Shark Project family 

 

Angel sharks are one of the most threatened groups of sharks and rays in the world. There are a total 
of 22 species of angel sharks around the world. Three species of angel shark can be found in the 
Mediterranean, with the Aegean being one of the few areas hosting all three species, thus rendering 
it an important area for their conservation.  
 
Angel sharks are flat bodied, medium-sized sharks with broad pectoral fins and eyes set on the dorsal 
side of their body. In Greece, angel sharks, also known as Rhines (Greek: Ρίνες), were a popular and 
expensive delicacy in the past. However, years of exploitation has brought their populations to the 
brink of extinction. Thus, the Mediterranean populations of all three species have already been 
assessed as "Critically Endangered" according to the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s 
Red List of Threatened Species, due to the significant decline in their populations.  
 
In the past three years, iSea has carried out a series of actions with the main purpose of protecting 
these species both in the Mediterranean and in Greece. These actions include: iSea’s contribution to 
the creation of the “Mediterranean Angel Sharks: Regional Action Plan” but also to the 
“Mediterranean Angel Sharks: SubRegional Action Plan (SubRAP) GSAs 22/23 (Aegean Sea and 
Crete)”, the ongoing collection of data related to the occurrence of angel sharks, and the 
implementation of projects that aim to enhance the current knowledge on the species’ distribution 
and ecology in Greece as well as to improve the awareness of fishermen and the relevant legal 
framework. 
 
As a follow-up to these efforts, Angel Shark Project: Greece is announced. This is an initiative led by 
iSea, Shark Trust, Universidad de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (ULPGC), Zoological Research Museum 
Alexander Koenig (ZFMK) and Zoological Society of London (ZSL), which aims to investigate the 
importance of the Aegean for the three species of angel sharks and improve their protection in Greek 
waters. Angel Shark Project: Greece will operate in Greece as an umbrella for projects that will be 
implemented by different partners and funders. Currently, Angel Shark Project: Greece includes the 
projects "Strengthening Angel Shark Conservation in the Southern Aegean Sea" and "Monitoring 
Threatened Elasmobranchs in South Aegean".  
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Angel Shark Project - The Angel Shark Project (ASP) is a 
multidisciplinary programme that collects ecological and population 
data whilst engaging with local communities, researchers, and 
governments to raise awareness and deliver conservation action for 
angel sharks www.angelsharkproject.com. Our aim is to secure the 
future of Critically Endangered angel sharks throughout their range. 
Set up in 2014, the core project partners are Universidad de Las 
Palmas de Gran Canaria (ULPGC), Zoologisches Forschungsmuseum 
Alexander Koenig (ZFMK) and Zoological Society of London (ZSL), 
with further collaborators across the angel shark range. ASP has 
become the established authority for on-the-ground angel shark 
conservation and research initiatives. The ASP currently have four 
regional projects: ASP: Canary Islands, ASP:Wales, ASP:Libya and 
ASP:Greece.  

 

iSea - iSea is a Not-for-Profit, Non-Governmental Organisation 
founded in 2016 in Thessaloniki, Greece. The primary goal of iSea is 
to preserve, protect, and restore the precious heritage of the 
aquatic environment through research, awareness raising, citizen 
science and the promotion of conservation policies. The 
organisation consists of a multidisciplinary team of experienced 
scientists with backgrounds in marine biology and environmental 
management, policy, and education. https://isea.com.gr/?lang=en 

 

The Shark Trust - The Shark Trust is a UK-based charity dedicated to 
safeguarding the future of sharks through positive change. The Trust 
achieves this through science, education, influence and action. 
Advocating for political change, and delivering targeted public and 
stakeholder engagement. Operating at the intersection of science, 
policy and conservation action, the Trust works in collaboration and 
partnership to ensure credible, pragmatic solutions can be 
developed and implemented to effectively safeguard shark 
populations. www.sharktrust.org  

 

Universidad de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (ULPGC) - The 
Universidad de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (ULPGC) is one of the 
leading Spanish universities and is a leader in the use of new 
technologies and research related to marine and maritime areas. It 
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is comprised of 153 research groups covering all fields of knowledge. 
www.ulpgc.es 

 

Zoological Research Museum Alexander Koenig - Leibniz Institute 
for Animal Biodiversity (ZMFK) -Zoological Research Museum 
Alexander Koenig - Leibniz Institute for Animal Biodiversity 
Foundation under public law(ZFMK) is one of the largest natural 
history research museums in Germany. The museum has earned its 
reputation as a leader in the documentation, research, and 
interpretation of biodiversity. www.zfmk.de  

 

Zoological Society of London (ZSL) - ZSL (Zoological Society of 
London) is an international conservation charity working to create a 
world where wildlife thrives. From investigating the health threats 
facing animals to helping people and wildlife live alongside each 
other, ZSL is committed to bringing wildlife back from the brink of 
extinction. Our work is realised through our ground-breaking 
science, our field conservation around the world and engaging 
millions of people through our two zoos, ZSL London Zoo and ZSL 
Whipsnade Zoo. For more information, visit www.zsl.org. 
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