
Sharks, batoids (rays and skates) and chimaeras belong to Chondrichthyes class

There are 1,282 species worldwide.

56 chimaeras689 batoids 537 sharks

What are the Chondrichthyes?

For more visit: 
www.isea.com.gr 

Why do we have to protect them?
Sharks and batoids in their majority, are the top 

predators of marine ecosystems and hence cor-
nerstones of their structure and balance. 
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These characteristics make them 
vulnerable to pressures such as fishing 

and habitat loss. 

They are also characterized by low 
breeding rates mainly due to slow 
growth, sexual maturation and low 
fertility as opposed to most fish.

Beyond their 5 basic senses, they also 
have one extra sense that makes them 
stand out from other fish

Their 6th  sense is the ability to detect 
electrical pulses produced by all 
organisms, so they can more easily 
detect their prey. They achieve this with a 
special sensory organ, the ampullae of 
Lorenzini.

a.
lay eggs

a. oviparous, 
b. viviparous and 
c. ovoviviparous 

b. 
give birth to fully formed 

pups that grow in the 
placenta

c.
eggs hatch inside 
the mother's body 

and give birth 
to fully formed pups  

Chondrichthyes reproduce by internal 
fertilization and the gestation period can last
from 2 months to 2 years depending on the 
species. They are also separated in:

Fishes

Chondrichthyes

Have a cartilaginous skeleton

Have placoid scales

The Mediterranean Sea
is one of the most important areas for 
chondrichthyes, however at the same time, it 
has the highest rate of threatened 
chondrichthyes species in the world.

In Greece,
most species found in the 
Mediterranean are extant and more 
specifically at least 

36 species of sharks, 
30 batoids species and 
1 chimaera species.

20% classified as “Data Deficient” 
53% of species are threatened
with extinction 

The basic cause of their 
threat is the intensification of fishing 
and mainly with pelagic longlines and 
bottom trawls, which result in their 
bycatch.

MEDITERRANEAN
CHONDRICHTHYES
MEDITERRANEAN

CHONDRICHTHYES

Al
li
an

ce
 f
or

 Su
rvival 


