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iSea is launching a collaboration with Blue Marine Foundation to protect the precious seagrass 
meadows in Greek waters by expanding the REPOSIDONIA project in three new areas: 

 East Lemnos Island,
 Nisyros and surrounding islands and
 Formicula island (Inner Ionian Archipelago).

The project will focus on increasing the scientific knowledge about the distribution, the coverage, 
the biodiversity and the health of the meadows as well as estimating the Blue Carbon potential of 
selected meadows. It will educate and inform decision-makers, responsible for target 
management actions for these habitats in each area. 

Although all the target areas belong to the Natura2000 network, the existing knowledge on the 
habitat of Posidonia meadows is still limited, with little to no monitoring efforts.  

For example, East Lemnos is probably the biggest cohesive meadow in the Aegean Sea and 
possibly the biggest blue carbon sink in Greece, but as yet no information on the blue carbon 
stock of this meadow exists.   

Nisyros, Strongili, and Gyali, although being in the Natura2000 network, have not been fully 
mapped, while their meadows are literally sitting on a volcano and a pumice mine, with little to 
no information on their extent or health.  

Finally, Formicula, although an uninhabited island, it has received so much boating tourism and 
anchoring during the recent years that its Posidonia meadows run the risk of being fragmented to 
the point it could change the whole underwater habitat complexion, invoking more problems 
also to the Mediterranean monk seals that use the islands’ coastal waters and caves.  

iSea will visit all three areas to conduct research activities and propose science-based 
management measures with the involvement of the local communities and stakeholders. 

Find more information on the specific actions of the project and the locations here. 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/index_en.htm
https://isea.com.gr/reposidonia/?lang=en
https://isea.com.gr/15518-2/?lang=en


 
 

 

Baseline information to the editor:  

Neptune’s grass (Posidonia oceanica) is a seagrass endemic to the Mediterranean Sea, creating 
underwater “forests” that constitute the most important and productive marine habitat in the 
basin. Additionally, Posidonia meadows, are among the most important blue carbon sinks global 
playing a crucial role in fighting climate crisis. Due to its importance and the threats it faces as a 
result of a variety of human activities, it is protected by EU and international conventions. However, 
Posidonia meadows’ regression is an extended phenomenon throughout the Mediterranean 
primarily due to coastal development and uncontrolled anchorage. 

Blue Marine fFoundation:  Blue Marine Foundation is a UK based charity dedicated to restoring the 
ocean to health by tackling overfishing, one of the world’s biggest environmental problems. This 
dynamic charity is working all over the world to protect huge areas of ocean and restore marine 
biodiversity. In the coming decade Blue Marine aims to see at least 30 per cent of the ocean 
protected, and the other 70 per cent sustainably managed. 

iSea: iSea is a Not-for-Profit Non-Governmental organisation founded in March 2016, in 
Greece, with the aim to preserve, protect and restore the precious heritage of the 
aquatic environment. The organisation consists of a team of young, yet experienced 
scientists and professionals of various disciplines, from marine biologists to specialists in 
environmental management and educators. The organisation strives to shed light on the 
foremost issues affecting our oceans and propose alternatives for a sustainable future. Its 
activities focus on 4 main pillars: Vulnerable species, Citizen Science, Human and Aquatic 
Ecosystems, and Aquatic litter. The tools utilized by iSea vary from scientific research to 
citizen science and environmental education and awareness. 

For more information contact:  

Roxani Naasan Aga - Spyridopoulou 

Director of Vulnerable Species, iSea 

tel. (+30) 2313090696  

Email: roxani.naasanaga@isea.com.gr 


